BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS
Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting
held in Reno, Nevada, Thursday, March 9, 2017
Chairman Christopher M. Roper, PE/SE, declaring a quorum present, called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m., in the
Ed and Mary Alice Pine Board Room, Suite 130, 1755 E. Plumb Lane, Reno, Nevada. Board members present were Vice
Chairman Robert O. LaRiviere, PLS; Past Chairman Randall M. Long, PE; Amy Y. Cheng, PE; Michael G. Kidd, PE; Bud A.
Cranor, Public; Karen D. Purcell, PE; Kent B. Anderson, PE; and Gregory P. DeSart, PE. Also present were Patty
Mamola, PE, Executive Director; Kay Smith, Administrative Assistant; and Chris MacKenzie, Board Legal Counsel. The
following people attended as guests of the Board:
Patrick J. Tami, PLS (CA)
President-Elect of National Council of Examiners for
Engineering & Surveying
Benjamin H. Veach, PE (Civil), PE #10388
Stantec, Reno, NV
1.

Call to Order and Roll Call of Board Members

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Public Comment Period

There were no public comments.
4.

Introductions and Guest Orientation

Chairman Roper asked those present to introduce themselves. Jacob Jones, engineering student; Galen Mitchell,
whose son is a professional engineer; and Justin Moore, PLS and president of the Lahontan Chapter of the Nevada
Association of Land Surveyors, were present at the meeting as observers.
5.

Approval of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting of January 12, 2017

The Board considered the minutes. Mr. DeSart referenced agenda item 14. American Council of Engineering
Companies (ACEC) Position Papers. He gave an update, informing that ACEC will have a Memorandum of
Understanding with Clark County Public Works regarding the updating of geotechnical reports. He said the MOU
should be coming out in about a week.
Mr. MacKenzie also referred to agenda item 14. regarding ACEC’s position paper pertaining to a formal hearing
conducted by the Board with Sajan I. Abraham, PE #19285, on September 10, 2015. He said the minutes stated that
Ms. Mamola, who was the complainant for the case, was not a Board member or employee of the Board at that time.
Mr. MacKenzie said that Ms. Mamola was a Board member at that time.
Mr. MacKenzie also noted there not a vote on a motion recorded pertaining to Bastian Engineering under agenda item
11. f) Corporate Requests to Use Term “Engineer”.
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Motion was made by Mr. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Cranor, to approve the minutes with corrections
as noted. The motion passed unanimously.
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6.

Financial Statements
a. December 2016

b. January 2017

Ms. Smith reviewed the financial statements and she and Ms. Mamola answered questions by the Board.
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7.

Motion was made by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, seconded by Ms. Purcell, to approve both financial
statements. The motion passed unanimously.
Compliance Report – Compliance Officer and Board Counsel
a. Compliance Report
1. Case 20140003 – Railroad Right-of-Way Issue

Ms. Mamola said an advisory committee meeting was scheduled with Raymond R. Hebert, PLS #6830, on the
following day concerning the case.
2. Case 20160020 – Ethical Issues Related to Code of Conduct
Ms. Mamola said a stipulated agreement with Robert O. Anderson, PE #7767, would be presented to the Board for
consideration. Please refer to agenda item 10.
3. Case 20160025 – Unlicensed Engineers and Firm Not Registered
Ms. Mamola said that a meeting was held on February 21, 2017, with the respondent, Mr. MacKenzie, Board liaison Ms.
Purcell and herself. She said the issue was resolved and the firm agreed to register with the Board. Mr. MacKenzie
will report further on this case under agenda item c. Board Counsel Report.
4. Case 20160026 – Incomplete/Inaccurate Report
Ms. Mamola said the case was reviewed by staff and Board liaison Mr. Long. The case was dismissed.
5. Case 20160027 – Criminal Charges
Ms. Mamola said a stipulated agreement was prepared and sent to the respondent who received a criminal
conviction. Mr. MacKenzie will report further on the case under agenda item c. Board Counsel Report.
6. Case 20160031 – Unlicensed Engineers and Firm Not Registered
Ms. Mamola said a formal hearing was scheduled for today. However, the respondents requested a continuance, so
rather than wait for a hearing she said a meeting was held with the respondents. Mr. MacKenzie will report on the
case under agenda item c. Board Counsel Report.
b. Probation Reports
Andrew M. Hammond, PE #21191

Dirk Slooten, PLS #8808

Larry J. Sanchez, PE #15752

Mohan B. Upasani, PE #11760
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Jason E. Caster, PLS #19338
There were no concerns with any of the above-referenced probationers’ reports.
Michael Keegan, PE #8821
Ms. Mamola said that Mr. Keegan’s probation has not been determined yet because he has not yet activated his
license. As such, Mr. Keegan is not allowed to practice engineering until his license is active.
c. Board Counsel Report
Mr. MacKenzie referred to Case 20160025 – Unlicensed Engineers and Firm Not Registered under agenda item 7. a.
Compliance Report. He said a complaint was received, alleging there was unlicensed practice of engineering and the
associated firm was not registered with the Board. He said a meeting was held with the respondents, Ms. Purcell, Ms.
Mamola, and him to obtain more information.
Mr. MacKenzie said the firm is a large national manufacturing company that is doing work with Tesla. The
respondents advised that their products are not being implemented or sold in Nevada, but the work being done falls
within the definition of engineering.
Mr. MacKenzie said the respondents said there are numerous other companies in this situation that are not registered
with the Board. He said the Board should determine what level of involvement it wishes to have in requiring these
companies to be registered.
Mr. MacKenzie said the issue is somewhat arbitrary in terms of Board enforcement because it has only responded to
those unregistered firms that are brought to the Board’s attention. He suggested the issue be put on a future meeting
agenda for Board discussion. Chairman Roper agreed and asked staff to put it on the next agenda.
Mr. MacKenzie referred to Case 20160027 – Criminal Charges under agenda item 7. a. Compliance Report. He said a
proposed stipulated agreement was prepared for a licensee who received a criminal conviction on 49 of 50 counts. A
response was received advising that the criminal complaint is currently on appeal.
Mr. MacKenzie said it was agreed to tender a revised stipulated agreement that should the appeal be successful then
the respondent could seek a rescinding of the terms of the proposed stipulated agreement. He said there is a
procedure at the Nevada Supreme Court level to seek a stay that would stay any state action or any imposition of the
District Court Order. Ms. Mamola noted that the respondent has withdrawn his Nevada license so he cannot practice
engineering.
Mr. MacKenzie referred to Case #20160031 – Unlicensed Engineers and Firm Not Registered under agenda 7. a.
Compliance Report. He said a formal hearing was scheduled, but when the respondent requested a continuance it
was decided to hold a meeting. Mr. MacKenzie said the meeting produced some relevant information so the case was
dismissed. He said the issue is for the State Contractors Board to address.
Ms. Mamola added that a cease and desist was initially issued to the firm since there was no response to staff. She
said the firm has licensed engineers but the firm’s website was unclear. She said the website will be corrected.
8.

Administrative Report – Executive Director
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a. Potential Agreement for Expedited Regional Comity
Ms. Mamola said there were discussions about regional mobility at the NCEES Board Presidents’ Assembly in early
February that she and Vice Chairman LaRiviere attended. She said states other than the western states are interested
in a regional mobility agreement. Ms. Mamola said discussions will continue and plans have been made to meet with
interested parties at the Western/Central Zone Meeting in May before the meeting begins to continue working on an
agreement.
b. Potential Revisions to the Two-Hour Nevada Professional Land Surveying Exam
Ms. Mamola said that 11 surveyors participated in a two-day workshop on March 1-2, 2017, at the Board office to
begin revision of the Nevada PLS exam. Mr. Kidd said that Tom Dodd from the National Council of Examiners for
Engineering and Surveying gave some direction on exam item writing. He said the volunteers are working on
questions of their own and the group will meet again for one day in May or June 2017 to finish the project.
c. Approved Licensees Report – Number of Examinees Approved by the Board
Ms. Mamola referred to a chart showing the number of applicants that were approved for licensure in July, September
and November 2016 and January 2017. The categories were initial licensure and comity licensure. She said
additional data will be added to the chart in order to track and identify trends.
d. Facilitated Strategic Planning Session March 29-30, 2017
Ms. Mamola said the planning session is scheduled for March 2017 in Las Vegas. She said the Board members were
previously surveyed for their input on certain issues, and a random survey was sent to some of the Board’s licensees.
She said there was a great response from the licensees and this information will be given to the Board.
e. New Website Update
Ms. Mamola said the Board’s new website has been streamlined from about 100 pages to 20 pages. She said the site
was simplified to make things easier for people to use. She said the website should be launched the next day.
f. National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveyors (NCEES)
i. Board Presidents’ Assembly Report on Presentations/Activities
Ms. Mamola said the meeting was held February 2-3, 2017, in Atlanta, Georgia, and she and Vice Chairman LaRiviere
attended. She said the member board administrators met on the first day and the Board presidents participated
during the next day. Ms. Mamola said that license mobility was the main discussion item. She said she challenged the
other boards there to try to make some move towards expedited comity by 2020. She said that NCEES will celebrate
its 100-year anniversary in 2020.
Ms. Mamola said she reviewed some of the other state’s licensing laws to determine why comity is still not in place
across the state boards. She said the biggest reason for this is the administrative processes. She said that
administrative processes are changeable if people’s attitudes and mindsets can be changed.
Vice Chairman LaRiviere said that Tim Miller, Exam Services Director for NCEES, updated everyone on the planned
computer-based exams. He said the nuclear and chemical engineering exams will become computer-based in 2018,
the mechanical exam in 2020, the electrical exam in 2021, the civil exam in 2023, and the structural exam in 2024.
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Vice Chairman LaRiviere said other discussion items at the meeting included stamping of plans, licensure of
photogrammetry by the Oregon Board, and responsibilities using drones.
Ms. Mamola said the NCEES Western/Central Zone Meeting is scheduled for May 18-20, 2017 in Denver, Colorado. The
NCEES Annual Meeting will be held in Miami, Florida in August 2017.
ii. Presentation from NCEES President-Elect, Pat Tami
Mr. Tami gave a brief history of NCEES, stating that the organization was formed in 1920 with five member boards. He
said that currently there are 70 member boards from 50 states and US territories.
Mr. Tami said the NCEES Board of Directors have been attending various board meetings in other states to become
better acquainted with the board members and find out what issues they are involved with. He said that Council also
has a Member Board Administrator list serve so executive directors of state boards can stay in touch with each other
and discuss pertinent issues.
Mr. Tami said that NCEES has a law enforcement exchange so board compliance officers can post disciplinary action
for other boards to review and compliance issues can be discussed. He said that NCEES records can be obtained by
licensees that provide a licensing history for other states where licensure is being desired. Mr. Tami said that
uploading of information is free to applicants, but they must pay a fee to have NCEES send a record to a state board.
g. Corporate Name Requests to Use the Term “Engineer”
Advanced Business Engineering, Inc. – The company president states the company is an information technology
staffing and recruiting firm. The company places IT consultants on short-term projects or full-time positions for
clients.
The Board considered the request. Vice Chairman LaRiviere said he reviewed the company’s website and there is no
practice of engineering being done.
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Motion was made by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, seconded by Mr. Cranor, to approve the company’s
request. The motion passed unanimously.

Cole Engineering Services, Inc. – The company chief financial officer states the proposed name depicts the actual
services being performed with valid collegiate degrees in software/computer engineering. The company performs
software modeling and simulation as a government contractor.
The Board considered the request. Vice Chairman LaRiviere expressed uncertainty, noting that the company’s
website refers to its team of engineers and uses the term engineers frequently.
Mr. MacKenzie advised there is an exemption in NRS 625 for corporations whose title uses the term “engineering”. He
said if a company representative signs the affidavit in the Corporate Name Request form that states the company
does not perform professional engineering services, then this gives the company the ability to use the term
“engineering”. Mr. MacKenzie said the statute does not address limited liability companies, professional limited
liability companies, or other types of business entities.
Mr. MacKenzie said that Cole Engineering Services is a corporation and the form is checked “No” that engineering
services are not being performed. He said the company should be advised that there is the risk of perjury if the Board
finds that engineering is being done. He said the Board should be proactive in explaining what professional
engineering is.
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Chairman Roper said that in the past the Board has required software firms to insert the term “software” into their
title for public clarification. He noted there is a software engineering exam now, so he suggested the Board recognize
it and begin licensing persons in this discipline.
Mr. Cranor said that upon looking at the company’s website it is obvious that gaming, training, and virtual reality is
involved. He said he did not have a problem with the proposed name. He questioned what software engineering
involves.
Mr. Tami offered that if a person is writing the program that controls a pump that is critical to the engineering design,
then the person needs to know how the pump will work within that design. He said the person who writes the
software is really doing engineering. Mr. Tami said that writing a virtual reality game is not critical to an engineering
process or system, so it would not be in the software engineering exam.
Mr. MacKenzie suggested the title of the Corporate Name Request form be revised, such as Business Entity Name
Request. Ms. Mamola agreed. Chairman Roper asked Ms. Mamola to work with Mr. MacKenzie to revise the form. Mr.
MacKenzie also suggested the Board revise NRS 625.520 accordingly to clarify the issue.
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Motion was made by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, seconded by Mr. DeSart, to approve the company’s
request. The motion passed unanimously.

FlexLink Software Engineering GmbH – The company president states the company is a turn key supplier for special
machineries in production logistics and intralogistics, as well as being a competent partner for the planning of new
systems and for modernizing existing ones.
The Board considered the request.
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Motion was made by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, seconded by Mr. Long, to approve the company’s
request. The motion passed unanimously.

Mitsubishi Chemical Engineering Corporation – The company president states the company is an equipment supplier
and it supervises equipment assembly and initial start-up at the Tesla Gigafactory.
The Board considered the request. Mr. Long questioned whether the company performs professional engineering.
Mr. DeSart suggested the Board ask the company to provide more information about what it does, or give the
company a certain length of time to have a Nevada licensed engineer on staff.
Mr. Cranor recalled that the Board gave Bastion Automotive Engineering approval to use its name provided it has an
employee licensed in Nevada within 90 days. He said the Board agreed the firm performs professional engineering.
Chairman Roper said this was a reasonable request and a good effort on the Board’s part to work with the company.
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Motion was made by Mr. DeSart, seconded by Mr. Cranor, to grant the company’s request, with the
condition that it employs a Nevada licensed engineer within 90 days. The motion passed
unanimously.

NK Engineering Co., Ltd. – The company officer/director states the company specializes in transportation, assembly,
and installation of heavy machinery and production facilities. It provides assistance and supervision for assembling
winding systems at Tesla’s EV production lines.
The Board considered the request. Mr. Cranor said this request was similar to the previous company’s request.
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Motion was made by Mr. Cranor, seconded by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, to grant the company’s
request, with the condition that it employs a Nevada licensed engineer within 90 days. The motion
passed unanimously.

Mr. Anderson was not present during this agenda item.
Odawara Engineering Co., Ltd. – The company president states the company is an original equipment manufacturer
of winding and assembly systems for electric motors. The company will be providing and installing the automatic
winding systems for Tesla’s EV vehicles.
The Board considered the request.
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Motion was made by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, seconded by Mr. Cranor, to grant the company’s
request, with the condition that it employs a Nevada licensed engineer within 90 days. The motion
passed unanimously.

thyssenkrupp System Engineering, Inc. – The company president/CEO states the company is designing, assembling/constructing, testing and installing/commissioning equipment for the Tesla Model 3 PM Rotor Assembly System. The
design, procurement, assembly and customer run-off portions of the project are being performed in Auburn Hills,
Michigan. The project is then shipped to the Tesla Motors Gigafactory in Sparks, Nevada where the company will only
reassemble/install, and perform a final alignment, start-up and debug of the equipment.
The Board considered the request. Chairman Roper pointed out the company has acknowledged that it provides
professional engineering. Ms. Mamola noted the company has applied for a Nevada contractor’s license.
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Motion was made by Mr. DeSart, seconded by Mr. Cranor, to grant the company’s request, with the
condition that it employs a Nevada licensed engineer or obtain a Nevada contractor’s license. The
motion passed unanimously.

thyssenkrupp System Engineering GmbH – The company representative states the company will be designing,
assembling and commissioning welding test equipment for Tesla Motors, Inc. Gigfactory. The equipment is designed,
commissioned and tested in Germany. It is later transferred to Tesla’s site in Sparks, Nevada where it is reassembled,
tested again and handed over to the customer.
The Board considered the request. Mr. MacKenzie said that GmbH is more equivalent to an LLC instead of a
corporation. Chairman Roper said he thought the company’s work involves professional engineering.
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9.

Motion was made by Mr. Long, seconded by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, to grant the company’s request,
with the condition that it employs a Nevada licensed engineer within 90 days. The motion passed
unanimously.
Board Committee Reports
a. Administrative Procedures Oversight Committee – Chair Bob LaRiviere
i. Report on Meetings and Discussions

Vice Chairman LaRiviere said the committee met the previous day via telephone conference. The committee
discussed and approved an updated personnel policy. The committee agreed to continue offering staff a SEP/IRA,
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since it is too expensive to switch to a 401K. The Board currently contributes 5% of a staff member’s gross quarterly
wages and can contribute up to 25%.
Vice Chairman LaRiviere said that IQ Technologies is on board to meet the Reno office’s technical needs. A new
firewall will be installed soon and IQ will provide cloud backup for the office server. He said the committee agreed to
obtain proposals from three accounting firms to conduct the Board’s fiscal year audit.
Ms. Mamola said the Reno office needs new carpet and paint, along with having the windows sealed and the HVAC
ducts cleaned. She said that State Building and Grounds advised that these things are considered deferred
maintenance and the building landlord should pay for these costs.
Ms. Mamola said the Board does not have to use Building and Grounds for lease negotiation and office improvements.
She said that staff could arrange for the improvements on their own and then obtain reimbursement for them upon
the next lease negotiation. She said the committee agreed with allowing her to do this.
Vice Chairman LaRiviere said the committee asked Ms. Mamola to do a staff salary research for comparison with other
entities. Chairman Roper noted that the Board needs to conduct Ms. Mamola’s annual review before the end of the
fiscal year. It was agreed to conduct the review at the Strategic Planning Session at the end of March 2017.
b. Board Member Manual Task Force – Chair Randall Long
i. Report on Progress of Updating the Board Member Manual
Mr. Long said the committee has not met lately. He said that previously the committee gave revisions of the manual
to staff for review. The committee plans to perform a final review after staff completes their part. The committee will
then submit the final update to the Board for consideration.
c. Legislative Committee – Chair Michael Kidd
i. Report on Proposed Legislation for 2017 Session
Mr. Kidd questioned how to respond quickly when the Board is asked to give an opinion on a bill being considered at
the legislature. Mr. Long said that previously the chair of the committee, the executive director, Board legal counsel
and lobbyist tracked the bills. He said that when necessary they can call a committee meeting, or if very important
the Board can hold a special meeting.
Ms. Mamola advised that the people Mr. Long named can only testify on behalf of the Board if there is a Board
opinion. However, she said a Board member can testify and disclose that he or she is not testifying on behalf of the
Board, but only providing a personal professional position.
Mr. MacKenzie said the Board can also authorize the chairman or director to testify on certain issues. He said that
sometimes administrative issues or things involving internal workings can be addressed this way.
1. SB 55 – The bill revises provisions relating to the invalidation of professional licenses issued by a
regulatory body in error. It would allow licensing boards to invalidate an issued license if they find it contained errors
that relate to the qualifications of fitness of the person who holds the license. Ms. Mamola said that staff supports
this bill.
2. SB 69 – The bill revises general provisions governing boards that regulate professions. The bill
directs regulatory bodies to expedite licensure where there are critical and unmet needs within 30 days of receiving a
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completed application. Ms. Mamola said the governor’s office sponsored the bill and it focuses mainly on health care
professionals and teachers. It was noted the bill could further be modified to affect the Board concerning licensure of
its applicants.
Ms. Mamola said that concerns about the bill were given to Board lobbyist, Susan Fischer, who attended a hearing on
the bill. She said the bill’s language was modified and concerns at this time were addressed.
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Motion was made by Mr. Kidd, seconded by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, to approve SB 69 as currently
written. The motion passed unanimously.
d. Professional Association Liaison (PAL) Council – Chair Chris Roper

Chairman Roper said the PAL Council met the previous day in the Board office. He said that representatives from the
American Public Works Association, the Nevada Association of Land Surveyors, and the American Council of
Engineering Consultants attended the meeting. He said that so far response from the various associations has been
good.
10.

Stipulated Agreement – Robert O. Anderson, PE #7767

Peter Keegan, Deputy Attorney General, was present to discuss the proposed stipulated agreement that was accepted
by Mr. Anderson. Mr. Keegan served as Board counsel at an advisory committee meeting with Mr. Anderson held on
December 14, 2016.
Mr. MacKenzie recused himself from the discussion due to past professional dealings with Mr. Anderson. Chairman
Roper also recused himself since he was the Board’s liaison to staff concerning the complaint against Mr. Anderson.
Mr. Long disclosed that he knows both Mr. Anderson and the complainant, Lawrence Werner, but could act fairly in
this matter.
The complaint against Mr. Anderson alleged that he violated the fundamental principles of the code of conduct in
NAC 625.510(1). It also alleged that he made false or misleading statements at a public meeting by falsely
representing that a third party independently filed an ethics complaint against a Douglas County employee. In
addition, the complaint alleged that Mr. Anderson made unprofessional and derogatory statements concerning
Douglas County employees.
The advisory committee found that a violation of NAC 625.510(1) did occur, but it agreed that formal disciplinary
action was not recommended. Mr. Keegan said that Mr. Anderson represented himself and was fairly candid with the
committee regarding his position in the matter.
Mr. Keegan said the agreement requires Mr. Anderson to attend Open Meeting Law training provided by either the
Nevada Commission on Ethics or the Nevada Attorney General’s Office within one year, and to provide proof of
completion to the executive director. Mr. Anderson must also reimburse the Board’s investigative costs and
attorney’s fees in the amount of $6,014.66.
Board discussion ensued and Mr. Keegan answered questions about the hearing and stipulated agreement.
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Motion was made by Mr. Cranor, seconded by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, to accept the proposed
stipulated agreement with Mr. Anderson as presented. The motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Roper abstained from voting on the motion. Ms. Purcell was not present for this agenda item, as she was
excused from the meeting.
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11.

Consent Agenda

The Board considered a total of 93 non-appearance applications for licensure by comity and recommendations were
made. Chairman Roper reported Ms. Purcell’s recommendations as she was excused from the meeting.
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12.

Motion was made by Mr. Kidd, seconded by Mr. Cranor, to approve the recommendations. The
motion passed unanimously.
Board Approval of Non-Appearance Applications for Comity Licensure

The Board considered a total of 29 non-appearance applications for licensure by comity and recommendations were
made. Chairman Roper reported Ms. Purcell’s recommendations as she was excused from the meeting.
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13.

Motion was made by Chairman Roper, seconded by Vice Chairman LaRiviere, to approve the
recommendations. The motion passed unanimously.
Board Approval of Non-Appearance Applications for Initial Licensure

The Board considered a total of 23 non-appearance applications for initial licensure and recommendations were
made. Chairman Roper reported Ms. Purcell’s recommendations as she was excused from the meeting.
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Motion was made by Mr. Kidd, seconded by Ms. Cheng, to approve the recommendations. The motion
passed unanimously.

Please refer to Addendum A for names of the applicants and action taken by the Board for all non-appearance
applications.
14.

Status of Board and Staff Assignments

Ms. Mamola reviewed those items completed and those pending. Ms. Purcell was not present for this agenda item, as
she was excused from the meeting.
15.

Meeting Dates

The next Board meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2017, at the City of Henderson. Ms. Purcell was not present for this
agenda item, as she was excused from the meeting.
16.

Topics for Future Meetings

There were no topics for discussion.
17.

Signing Certificates of Licensure

The Board members signed wall certificates for those persons recently licensed as professional engineers and land
surveyors.
23.

Public Comment Period

The Board guests gave their input about participating in the meeting. There were no other public comments.
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Adjournment
There being no further business, Chairman Roper adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m. on Thursday, March 9, 2017.
Respectfully,
Patty Mamola, PE
Executive Director
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